Where did your father start work then?
Well when he was a young man, err, I suppose when he left school he started out at the bakery 

At the bakery, where was that 

And then he used to do the rounds work, a roadsman he was, and like I say he was there he married my mother my mother was working at the rookery. And they married and used to live here with his mother because this house used to have two rooms down here

Oh rite

They were put into one. Of course then she had my brother and of course my father was called off to go to war. She was expecting me and she went home, left here and went to a place called Tinkelton. And that’s where I was born 

Rite

But then my father came back from the war and we came out here again. His mother died then and of course we took over the house. And then we all grew up here together

So when he got back from the war he had to find a job?

Well he came back to the bakery

He went back to the bakery?
He went back to baking you see. But like I said they wouldn’t give him more money his family was growing so he though he would seek else where so he went to Bournemouth intending to find somewhere for all us to live, but it didn’t come off, so we stayed her with mother. Of course I went out to work; I was in-service for Mrs. Pitrivers up in the coastguard station, parlor maid. My mother was taken ill and of course I had to come home I was the eldest and came home to look after everything and then she died. Then of course my father came home and said well one will go with one and one will go with someone else. I said well that snot coming off because when we meet again we will be all strangers. So I said if you send me some money like you did mother to keep the home going we’ll carry on, so that’s what happened. Sometimes I had the money sometimes we didn’t. so that when I had to start braiding to do something
Of course they grew up left home, I married, had two sons of my own and that’s it. 

I got my sisters and well my brother was in the army, so there were three sisters that I had to bring up and I had to do something to earn some money so that’s how I got into this

Rite and how did it work with the firms in Bridprot

Well it worked the best way I could because I had work to do; I mean the cleaning cooking and everything.
You had to fit this in between times

Take the kids to school and all that, ‘course my youngest sister was just gone five when my mother died, so another one was twelve and another was just about to leave school 

Quite a handful
So that’s how we managed

So when the man came out they came out to you from the firm and they gave you an order for what they wanted, what sort of typical order might it be
Well they used to bring it in and put it on the tally

So they gave you a tally, which was effectively an order

Tell you all what you had to do like I said, what laces to use and everything and you had to get along and do it

And how did they specify what they wanted

They came the next week and expected it to be done, paid out the money and left you something else

How much money did you get

Well like I say about six shillings a dozen, if you do two dozen you get about twelve shillings 

Not an awful amount of money for that work

Well not a lot of money today but we had to manage on it then. 

So when the man came out they came out to you from the firm and they gave you an order for what they wanted, what sort of typical order did it used to be, 

Well they used to bring it an and say there you are this is what I want I want this by so and so and err more or less get on with it

And a typical order would be, so they gave you a tally which was effectively an order

They told you all what you had to do and what laces to use and you had to get on and do it

And how did they specify what they wanted

They came the next week and expected it to be done and there you are, paid out the money and left you something else

How much money did you get?
Well like I say six shillings a dozen, if you do two dozen you get about twelve shillings 

Not a lot of money for the work 

Well I mean it’s not a lot of money today but we had to mange on it then
So a typical order might be what, twelve nets of a certain size, something like that and you’d get a week or so to do it in. 

