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February 2024 issue deadlines: Articles, photographs, etc must be sent to
the appropriate Village Correspondent (contact details at the head of each
village section) by Friday 12t January for the February issue. Contributions
from outside the Bride Valley should be emailed to bvnburton@gmail.com.
Handwritten or typed copy should be delivered to village correspondents well
before the deadline please! Correspondents are asked to send copy to the
Editor by 9.00am on 15th January please.

Please contact bvctc@outlook.com for information on advertising in the BVN.
Articles, notices and advertisements in this magazine may not necessarily
represent or reflect the views of the Editor or the people and organisations
funding and supporting the BVN. Copies of the BVN, in colour, can be found on
the Bride Valley village websites.

Note: Contributors are asked to note that space in the BVN is strictly limited
and the Editor reserves the right to edit submissions and cannot guarantee
that items will be included.

The Bride Valley News is delivered to every home in the valley and carries
news of local church services, local societies, activities, clubs and
businesses, making sure we all know what is going on in the Valley. It is
entirely produced and distributed by volunteers. Donations to help us
continue to provide the magazine would be welcome and if you feel able
to contribute - please make a BACS payment to:

Account: ‘Bride Valley Churches Team Council’, Sort code 30-91-21
Account number 00074071............ and please quote BVN.
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The Bride Valley & Chesil Churches

St Mary The Virgin: Burton Bradstock
St Mary: Litton Cheney
St Michael & All Angels: Littlebredy
St Peter: Long Bredy
Chilcombe (dedication unknown)
St Mary The Blessed Virgin: Puncknowle
St Martin: Shipton Gorge
Holy Trinity: Swyre

St Nicholas, Abbotsbury

St Peter’s, Portesham
St Peter’s, Langton Herring

Rev’'d Margaret Preuss-Higham (01305) 873978
Reader: James Webster (01308) 898657

To enquire about Baptism, Marriage and Funeral arrangements in
the Bride Valley Churches please contact Helen Fry, Benefice
Administrator,
on 01308 897260 (email BVchurchesTA@outlook.com) or for the

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)

Within the Bride Valley Churches there is a small team of Lay Pastoral
Assistants (LPA’s) who are available for anybody throughout our community.
responding to any need, great or small, for pastoral care. If you need help
please contact the Churchwardens, Helen Fry, Benefice Administrator
(01308897260) or one of the Lay Pastoral Assistants who are:

Cathryn Johnson 01308 897169, Pauline Woodford (Burton Bradstock only)
01308 898327, Jenny Malyon 01308 898768 or Liz Orza 01308 897451



From the Rectory

New year, new adventures

The new year for the church began
with Advent Sunday 2023, the tax
year runs from April and the school
new year begins in September. The
new year comes with expectations,
will it be a better year for the
weather, will inflation drop, will the
world come together as one and will
global warming balance out. All
things to concern us and the words
of John Lennon come to mind from
his song. We can all imagine, and
we can all do something to making
the world a better place to inhabit in
our intuitive way.

A new adventure began for the churches of the Bride Valley and churches of
Abbotsbury, Langton Herring and Portesham on November 1st 2023 when we
came together to form the Benefice of Bride Valley and Chesil. The first major
task we needed to undertake together was to prepare a document that will
attract a new rector. This has been a long journey, but we are there, and it has
proved to be a good exercise in getting to know one another.

Change is difficult, we all prefer to be in a comfortable place but sometimes it
is necessary to move forward and secure the future.

For me it has been a joy getting to know those who serve the Bride Valley
churches during this time of change. We move forward safe in the knowledge
that God walks with us each and every day. This gives me hope for the future
for this benefice and | know there is someone out there who will be perfect to
take the churches into the future, building on what is already here.

Wishing you a blessing filled New Year,

Margaret
(Rev’d Margaret Preuss-Higham)



A little bit about Margaret

| came to the priesthood late in life and following training at Sarum College
was ordained at Salisbury Cathedral in 2010. | worked as self-supporting
associate priest in the Bridport team ministry leaving in 2015 when | took up
the post of house for duty for the churches of Abbotsbury, Portesham and
Langton Herring. Born in Bridport, | worked as a hairdresser until March 2020
when | took up the diocesan post as the rural field officer in Sherborne
Archdeaconry, a role which involved engagement with rural churches,
assisting them in exploring new ways of engaging with the wider community
and wider use of the building.

| have a passion for rural churches, understand the difficulties they experience
and enjoy exploring new ways to reach out and engage in the communities
where they are. Photography is my hobby and | love nothing better than a
wander in the Dorset countryside.

Margaret

Church Floodlighting

If you would like to have a church floodlit for a baptism or wedding, or in
memory of someone, please speak to the following: Burton Bradstock: lan
Ibbotson 898484, Shipton Gorge: Phyl Webster 898657, Litton Cheney:
Freddie Spicer 482617

BRIDE VALLEY CAR SERVICE
The BVCS is a volunteer scheme offering residents of the Bride Valley
transport to and from medical appointments when they are unable to drive
themselves or be driven by relatives or friends.
Clients are charged a mileage fee (currently 50p per mile) plus a standard
charge (currently £2.00 per journey). Because the service depends on the

availability of volunteer drivers, clients are asked to give as much notice as
possible - we are unlikely to be able to respond to requests within 48
hours of an appointment.
To book a journey please call our voluntary co-ordinator on 07393 607025
(note new number) between Monday and Friday.
Calls cannot be taken at weekends.




From the Julian Group

Julian Prayer meetings in the Bride Valley were started by the Rev'd Jean
Thorn and came to Holy Trinity at the end of 2013. Julian meetings are a
national organisation, and more information can be found on their website
at julianmeetings.net. Each meeting includes 20-30 minutes of silent prayer,
commencing and ending with a reading and or music.

Initially Jean opened and closed the silence, but there is no formal leadership
or set formula in opening and closing the silence now. We meet one morning a
month from about 10.00 - 11.30am and use the circle of chairs by the font. A
candle is lit, and there is usually time for coffee and conversation before we
all depart. Starting from January 2024 we plan to meet on the third
Wednesday each month; and so next year’s dates are as follows:

January 17t, February 21st, March 20th, April 17th, May 15th
June 19t July 17, August 21st, September 18th, October 16t, November
20th. There is no meeting in December.

You are most welcome to join us! Meetings take place at Holy Trinity Church,
Swyre. Please contact Sue on (01308) 898523 for further information.

Burton Bradstock CE Primary School

The last few weeks of term were very busy at Burton Bradstock Primary! We
have taken part in a number of different sporting events such as Football,
Netball and Cross Country and also been out and about in the local area! One
of our favourite places to visit is the village library. Each week, it opens
especially for us and the children love this special time to browse books and
renew their class bookshelves. Thank you to the volunteers for giving their
time so generously.



Our school choir sang carols at our local
Morrisons on Saturday 25t November to
raise money with our Friends of School.
During our stint, we raised an incredible
£429 which is going towards funding our
school trips this year and upgrading our
EYFS/KS1 outside areas.

We also sang at the

Bridport Christmas

Cheer which was

really well supported

by our children and

staff alike. As part of

the Christmas Cheer,

there is a Christmas

Tree festival in the

Bridport United

Church. The theme for our tree is our class names which
are birds; Owls, Kingfishers, Robins and Wagtails.

As | write this, we

are preparing for

our Christmas

Fair. Our

woodworking club

are very much

looking forward to

selling the wooden snowmen that they have been making and our raffle is
always a great hit too. There is so much planned and | know the whole
community are looking forward to this popular event.

Thank you as always to our Friends of school who give up lots of their time
behind the scenes to pull these events together.

Happy New Year from all at Burton Bradstock Primary!

Adam Gough
Headteacher



Thorners CE VA School

We will start the new year and new term with our traditional Church service
and it will be lovely to see many parents join us for this event.

This term promises to be very busy with deep water swimming at Bridport
Leisure Centre for years 5/6. Many thanks to the TSA for helping towards the
cost of this vital life-saving training. Our dance teacher Amy Parker is also in
this term helping Bredy (years 3/4) get ready for their Dance Festival at
Freshwater in February. The Bank of Dreams and Nightmares, a local
collective of authors, writers and artists, are in during the first week to inspire
the children with several creative writing workshops.

For the staff, the West Dorset Collaboration of Small Schools hosted a superb
day's training and a series of SEND workshops to improve our teaching and
support of those children with a special education need. The support of Dorset
Council was much appreciated in putting this training day together for all
teachers and TAs.

We continue to welcome in our Literacy Hub Phonics specialist in the coming
weeks to offer further training and guidance on how best to get our youngest
children reading fluently and thanks again to all our teachers and governors
for all their work over the past year on all aspects of reading across the
school.

As well as the usual mix of cross-country runs and football matches, we also
look forward to a whole school Panto trip to Bridport at the start of February -
oh yes we do!

Happy New Year to all in the valley.
Mike Sitch

Headmaster
Thorner's, Litton Cheney



Our Night Sky in January
2023

Venus will be setting in the west about
1800 followed by Saturn in the west
about midnight. Jupiter rises in the East
about 1700 and Mars at 2100.So we
have all the major planets gracing the
winter skies as well as faithful Orion.

ESA, (The European Space Agency) has
just released 3 stunning images taken
by the Euclid space telescope which have enormously improve on Hubble’s
images which themselves were brilliant and still are.

Euclid is designed to explore the evolution of the dark Universe. It will make a
3D-map of the Universe (with time as the third dimension) by observing
billions of galaxies out to 10 billion light-years, across more than a third of the
sky.

While dark energy accelerates the expansion of the Universe and dark matter
governs the growth of cosmic structures, scientists remain unsure about what
dark energy and dark matter actually are.

By observing the Universe evolving over the past 10 billion years, Euclid will
reveal how it has expanded and how structure has formed over cosmic history
- and from this, astronomers can infer the properties of dark energy, dark
matter and gravity, to reveal more about their precise nature.

Euclid will take images in optical and near-infrared light; these images will
eventually cover more than one-third of the extragalactic sky outside the Milky
Way, and depict billions of cosmic targets out to a distance where light has
taken up to 10 billion years to reach us. Euclid’s image quality will be at least
four times sharper than that achieved by ground-based sky surveys. In
addition, Euclid will perform near-infrared spectroscopy of hundreds of
millions of galaxies and stars over the same sky. This will allow scientists to
investigate the chemical and kinematical properties of many targets in detail.

| hope to reveal some of the findings later.

Bill Turnill



Bride Valley WI

The Bride Valley Women'’s Institute enjoyed an industrious and hilarious
evening for their November ‘carousel of crafts’. Pipe cleaner wreaths, padded
material Christmas trees along with origami stars were the result of our
endeavours. Great fun was had by all.

January as always will start with an active evening. 2024‘s activity will require
a little more space so come and join us at The Latch for “Belly Dancing” on
18th January at 7:30pm. Your first visit to Wl is free so come and meet the
members and experience a fun evening dancing those January blues away.

The November walk was led by Higgy
and Charlotte and the end result of a
wet Sunday morning stroll from Litton
Cheney to Long Bredy was certainly
worth it. Who doesn’t love a little
donkey therapy?

The skittles team have now finished

their league games and “skittles for

fun” evenings for 2023. Thank you to

Andy and Liz at The White Horse, Litton

Cheney for being our home alley and keeping us well fed after each game.

Book Review: Bride Valley Book Group - December
2023: “Klara and the Sun” by Kazuo Ishiguru

We had a wide-ranging discussion on “Klara and the Sun” - some of us were
familiar with Ishiguru’s work and his dystopian themes. Most of us were
intrigued by the plot and we agreed that Ishiguru does leave some of the
background unexplained - the reader is left to fill in the gaps. Some of us felt
sympathy for Klara but not all of us were emotionally engaged.

Klara, the narrator, is a synthetic human, manufactured to be an “artificial
friend” for lonely teenagers who need emotional support and reassurance.
She is solar powered and is designed to be extraordinarily observant and to
assimilate this into her “emotional learning” about human behaviour. Her
model has already been superseded by the next by the more sophisticated
version so we know that she will become obsolete at some point. Klara is
purchased by the mother of Josie who has been “lifted” via genetic
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enhancement to be intellectually gifted and thereby gain access to the
privileged and elitist strata of society. This genetic intervention is socially
acceptable but also very risky - Josie’s sister has died as a result of this
“lifting” process.

This novel is essentially about the impact of artificial intelligence on our future
lives and it raises so many questions. Where will Al lead us? Can a robot ever
be sentient? What does it mean to be human and could this change in the
future? Might we reach a point where it is possible to “enhance” your child’s
life chances - and if so - would you take the risk? We reminded ourselves that
some parents already intervene to improve their child’s life chances. What will
happen to sections of our skilled workforce as Al takes over their jobs? Our
discussion ranged widely over the implications of these troubling issues - from
the technical to the philosophical.

Liz Pinfield

Bride Valley Car Service

There may well come a day for many of us when we are no
longer able to drive.

This is the moment when getting to any medical appointment
becomes a challenging experience, not just for physical
reasons, but logistically, too. Friends or family members may
be unavailable to help - and this is the day when a call to the
Bride Valley Car Service can solve your predicament.

As stated monthly in the BVN, we operate thanks to our
wonderful team of volunteer drivers who live in the Bride
Valley. We are always looking for extra drivers, so if you feel
that you might be able to help us as a driver, please give our
chairman, Diana Cheater, a call on 01308 482223. We try to
ensure that we ask our drivers to do just two drives a month,
so the task is not onerous, but is always greatly appreciated.
However, if you would prefer not to drive, but would like to act
as a coordinator on occasions, we would very much like to
hear from you, too.

11



Compton Valence Snowdrops
Village Hall Lunches and Teas
Saturday 3rd February - Sunday 11th February 2024

COME and WALK/DRIVE through our beautiful village and see the stunning
white drifts of snowdrops. (The village hall is below the church)

OPEN (WEATHER PERMITTING): 11.00am-3.30pm daily

To book please ring or email so we can cater accordingly:

Tessa Russell Tel: 01308 482227 or email: tessa@cvfarms.co.uk

or Pippa James 01305 889338 m 07880882985 email:
enquiries@dovehousedorset.co.uk. Pre-booked guests will take priority as the
hall is small. In bad/icy weather we may not be open. Please be considerate of
our village/verges etc when parking or ring us to discuss your needs so we can
advise you where to go. We very much look forward to seeing you. CASH
PLEASE

Christmas Greetings - Apology

Unfortunately, Irene Smith was omitted from the list of Christmas Greetings in
the printed December edition. Her name was added to the on-line edition but
the apologies of the Christmas Greetings team to her are offered sincerely.

Why not write for the BVN?

The Bride Valley News welcomes contributions, and in addition to the monthly
items from regular correspondents in each village there is a desire to widen
our scope so that we provide news and information which is of interest to the
residents of the valley.

Perhaps you could consider submitting something? We need to cover more
general matters such as farming, the landscape, environmental issues, local
history and recreation. Please submit articles to your village correspondent. If
possible, please limit your writing to about 250 words, pictures are welcome
as welll We look forward to receiving your articles!
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Book Review: Collett’s Farthing Newspaper
The Bowerchalke Village Newspaper, 1878 -1924, by Rex Sawyer

Readers of the BVN in previous months during
2023 may have noted the interest in the history
of the BVN and its predecessors serving the Bride
Valley Parishes. Just by chance recently, while
browsing in Dorchester Library, the Editor came
across this really interesting local history of what
is probably a unique Parish Newspaper, a work
which was of dedication to the village and
perhaps a lesson in local historical source
material.

Bowerchalke (historically written also as Bower

Chalke) is a small Wiltshire village on the

northern rim of Cranborne Chase, in the Ebble

Valley. This book tells the story of its weekly

Parish Newspaper, which was not only written but actually printed by its
remarkable vicar, Rev’d Edward Collett, who had a small printing press in the
vicarage! Collett recorded the minutiae of daily life in the village, much of the
information being printed in this weekly newspaper which he sold in the
village, and eventually far beyond, at the price of one farthing per copy! An
almost complete set survives in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, as well as in
some local collections in Wiltshire.

The Rev’d Collett was said by the Salisbury Times
in 1910 to be ‘the proprietor,

editor, manager, publisher, printer, sub-editor,
chief reporter, machinist etc’, rather more jobs
than required by the present editor of the BVN |
am glad to say! He typeset the paper every week
on a proper small printing press. It started with a
circulation of 85, but this grew to over four
hundred copies weekly, many being sent to

Rev’d Collett at his printing
press in the Rectory in 1918
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villagers who had migrated to Canada, Australia
India and elsewhere, and to soldiers serving in
the forces, especially during the First World War.

This book is more than a history of the
newspaper, but also an extremely well
researched local history covering the later
nineteenth and early twentieth century, and
makes for a fascinating read. You can order a
copy to borrow from the County Library, and if you
have any difficulty in doing this then please call
into Burton Bradstock Community Library where
the volunteer librarians will be pleased to assist!

The Editor

An edition from 1918

Littlebredy

Village Correspondent: Philip Williams
pw@bridehead.com Tel: 01305 482232
Village website: http://www.littlebredy.com

There is no specific village news of which I’'m aware at present, but by the time
this is read there will have been several Christmas-related events here, and
this is really to say a collective congratulations and thank you to everyone in
Littlebredy who has helped to organise these or has attended them, and also
all the other events which have taken place in the village in 2023.

Let us hope for similar continued community spirit in 2024, and in the
meanwhile, this comes to wish everyone in, or associated in any way with,
Littlebredy a very happy, fulfilled and prosperous New Year.
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Shipton Gorge

Village Correspondent: Richard Hewlett
richard@c-m-sltd.co.uk Tel: 01308 897278
Village web-site: www.shiptongorge.org.uk

St Martin’s Church
January 2024 Flood light sponsors

Anne Crowe in memory of her mum and Dad

Blessings for our family and extended family for 2024
from Yvette and David

Henrietta Hoya Miller
Andrew George in memory of Mary

Anne & Terry for their January birthdays

Thank you to all our sponsors for lighting up St Martin’s. You are very much
appreciated. We are, however, very short of sponsors for the months ahead. If
you would like to help keep the floodlights shining over the village, a
suggested donation of £5 would be gratefully accepted. Please contact Phyl
Webster on 01308 898657 or push a note through Cuckoo Cottage post-box.
If you wish for your name to be published in the BVN, please let me have your
sponsorship request in plenty of time. The cut-off date is in the front of the
BVN but should you miss the date, your name will still appear on the posters.
A big thank you to Kate & David who very generously provided St Martin’s with
the Christmas tree and also to the team for decorating it. It looked lovely.
Thank you so much to our talented flower arrangers who always make the
church look beautiful but particularly at Christmas time.

It has been great to hear the bells ringing out before services. Well done to
the team.

Breakfast Church in the Village Hall on Sunday 14th January at 9.30am.
Everyone is welcome.
Holy Communion, Sunday 28th January at 11.00am.
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Welcome to our village diary

Just search for Shipton Gorge Diary or go directly to
https://shiptongorgediary.co.uk/

You'll be able to find out all that’s going on in the village from the Village
Society, the New Inn/ New Inn Support, the Village Hall, Shipton Gorge
Heritage, the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council.

Village Hall
Hall improvement project

The proposal to provide Access for All to the village hall has now culminated in
a design selected by hall trustees.

The drawings will be displayed in the hall on Sunday 7t January from
10.00am to 12.00noon and will remain on display for users of the hall to view
until the evening of the following Sunday. Hall Trustees will be present on the
7th and will welcome your comments and support for the project.

The drawings can also be accessed on the hall’s page of the village website.

December 100 Club Super Draw results:

1st 50 £100 Tye Love

2nd 133 £25 Geoff Wyrill

3rd 54 £20 Robert Bradshaw

4t 17 £15 Linda Simpson

5th 160 £10 Geoff and Caroline Hall

Congratulations to all winners.
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Artsreach
presents Luke
Wright's Silver
Jubilee

Thursday 1st February, Shipton Gorge Village Hall
7:30pm

Luke Wright is one of Britain’s

most popular live poets. In his

most confessional show to date,

drawing on the discovery of his

birth mother on Facebook, Wright

navigates his audience through a

warm and honest hour of poems

and stand-up. With some wild

experiments in form, a nervous

kitten called Sir John Betjeman

and a healthy smattering of drum

n bass, Wright manages to

navigate some heart-wrenching

material and keep the laughs

coming. This show debuted to a packed arena at Latitude Festival before a
sell-out run at the Edinburgh Fringe where it was the toast of the critics.
Expect humour, rage and passion. Don’t miss it!

Tickets £12, £5 (u18s), Suitable 14+. Tickets available online

at www.artsreach.co.uk / 01308 897407
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Shipton Gorge Heritage

Hope you all had a good Christmas - and we wish
you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.

Heritage Gin Club - The winner in the December
draw was David Smith. A bottle of Conker Gin has
been delivered and hopefully enjoyed with friends
over the Christmas period. Congratulations David.

Saunders Richardson
Wood

The Hedge laying workshop

took place in mid-November

and if you walk along

Smacombe Lane, you will

see a freshly laid section of

hedge. We will probably try

to arrange a further session

in early 2024 - please look

out for notices. As part of

National Tree Planting

Week, we held a tree

planting session in the wood in early December. It was a very cold morning
but thanks to the team who came along, we managed to plant up a number of
trees, including oak, sorbus, horse chestnut, maple, etc.

Please note that the open wood sessions this month will be on Sundays, 7,
14, 21 & 28 January, 11.00am-12noon. Any changes to this, we will advise
via village Facebook and email. Members only, but we can sign you up on the
day.

Shipton Gorge Orchard

If you wander through the Orchard, you might spot the two new fruit trees
which have been planted up. On Monday 15th January 10.30am-11.30am we
will be running a fruit tree pruning session - with David Squirrel passing on
some of his wealth of knowledge. This is a hands-on workshop where we will
also learn to take scions in readiness for a grafting workshop to be held in
March - details nearer the time. If the weather is appalling, then it will be the
following Monday, 22nd January at the same time. All Shipton Gorge
residents are welcome to come along.
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If you are interested in supporting the charity in any way, please contact Anne
Crowe on 07393 214635 or email annecrowe2016@hotmail.com

Details as usual on our website:
http://www.shiptongorge.org.uk/Shipton_Gorge_Heritage__16417.aspx
and in the Shipton Gorge Diary https://www.shiptongorgediary.co.uk

Litton Cheney

Village Correspondent: John Firrell
jfirrell20@gmail.com Tel: 01308 482313
Village web-site www.littoncheney.org.uk

St Mary’s Church - for January

Writing this well before Christmas makes it difficult to report on events; that
the church looked splendid and the music was wonderful are beyond
question. A big thank you to everyone who decorated the church, prepared the
services, provided warming refreshments and floodlit the church for many
nights over the holiday period.

There will not be a coffee morning this month, but we hope to resume on the
first Monday of February (the 5th) at the slightly later time of 10.00am, when

there will be a warm welcome to all with a hot drink, home-made goodies and
lots of chat. All are welcome. Do hope you can come along!

Litton Cheney Parish Council

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 9t January, 7.30pm
in the Meeting room of LATCH. Residents are cordially invited to attend,
perhaps with a view to later in 2024 (May) standing for election to the council.

Sadly, Maggie Walsh, our Parish Clerk will be standing down at the beginning
of March. Maggie has given the parish council and the village numerous years
of valiant service, and we are so lucky to have benefited from her wisdom and
knowledge during an often-difficult period of time. More about Maggie next
month, and news of her successor.
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The Parish Council wishes Litton and Bride Valley residents a Happy New Year
and good fortune for the days and months ahead.

Community Infrastructure Levy

In your quieter moments, have you ever given thought to ideas and projects
that if sufficient funding could be found it would bring considerable joy and
purpose to village residents who choose to embrace those ideas and put the
equipment to good use.

The Parish Council is holding around £17K of Community Infrastructure Levy
funding which could be put to bringing your inspirations and ideas to life. So
come on residents of Litton Cheney, put brain in gear and inspire. Your legacy
awaits!

Please contact Parish Council members with your inspired thoughts - contact
details can be found on the village website littoncheney.org.uk

Events at Litton and Thorner’'s Community Hall - for
January

WeeKkly:
Mondays: 3.30 - 4.30pm Big Q Church (8th onwards)
Tuesdays: 4.45 - 5.45pm Short Mat Bowls (Ron Davidson 01308 482661)
6.15pm - Pilates (johanna®@larkpilates.com 07920 421783)
Wednesdays: 4.45pm - Table Tennis (Ron Davidson 01308 482661)
7.00pm - Mindful Movement with Jane Hutchins (07882
527697)

Special:
Sunday 7t - Afternoon Gong Bath and Yoga with Nadiya Wynn
(nadiyasime®@hotmail.com)
Tuesday 9th - 7.30pm Parish Council meeting
Thursday 18t - Evening Bride Valley W.I. (warrenphyllis@rocketmail.com)
Saturday 20t - 9.30am Tai Chi (Andrew Howard 07912 107950)
(bamboogtc@tutanota.com)

Coming up....

Thursday 1st February - 7.30pm Film Night “Barbie”

Friday 2nd February - 3.45pm Matinee film show “Matilda, the Musical”
Thursday 8t - 7.30pm Special film show “Matilda, the Musical”
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Village Cafés: A reminder that the hall is available for hire free of charge on
Saturday mornings for a Café to raise funds for any group. It's a good social
event for the community and always popular - contact me to book a date.

Hall Bookings/Viewings: Wendy Firrell 01308 482532 wtlitton@gmail.com

Bride Valley Films

No films at Litton Cheney Village Hall in January, but a bonanza follows in
February!

Thursday 1 February, 7.30pm, Barbie: ‘clever, funny, and poignant with a
great overall message’ starring Margot Robbie and Ryan Gosling. To live in
Barbie Land is to be a perfect being in a perfect place. Unless you have a full-
on existential crisis. Or you're a Ken. One of the best films of the year in
cinematographic terms, probably the best comedy that we have seen in a long
time, and an extraordinarily entertaining product that promotes the value of
searching for a more cohesive society.

Cert. PG-13, 2hrs.

Friday 2 February at 3.45pm. Tickets: Adults £3, Children £2

Matilda The Musical ‘a spirited adaptation of the book and stage musical’
Matilda Wormwood (Alisha Weir) is a little girl with big curiosity, a sharp mind
and a vivid imagination - and the worst parents in the world (Stephen Graham
and Andrea Riseborough). On meeting her inspirational teacher, Miss Honey
(Lashana Lynch), Matilda is encouraged and begins conjuring her own
fantastical tales. Excited to attend Crunchem Hall, Matilda is surprised to find
the school is an ominous and oppressive place led by the huge and villainous
Miss Trunchbull (Emma Thompson). As well as kind Miss Honey, the bright
lights among the meanness are story-loving librarian, Mrs. Phelps (Sindhu
Vee), and Matilda’s newfound school friends. Roald Dahl’s Matilda the
Musical is an inspirational musical tale of an extraordinary girl who discovers
her superpower and summons the remarkable courage to help others change
their stories, and take charge of her own destiny.

Cert.PG 2hrs.

Evening screening of Matilda the Musical on Thursday 8th February

Doors Open: 7.00pm, film starts 7.30pm. Tickets: £5.00 (to include a
glass of wine), in advance from: Sally Dyke 482752, Elizabeth Kingston
482162, Bella Spurrier 482367 or on the door. (All nos. 01308).

These films will be shown at Litton Cheney only.
Look out for further details on posters, on the website and in the BVN.

21



The White Horse: well, what a ball we had in &J

December, Casino, Mummers, Christmas Carols sing-a-long,

quiz, meat draws, Christmas draw, charity bingo and so many -

more events. We'll be closed from the 8th to the 22nd

January inclusive for our well-earned (we think!) annual break but straight
back into it with Burns’ Night celebrations on the 27th. Our great friend Fergus
the piper will be joining us to pipe us in and recite some of Burns’ works. We’'ll
have award winning haggis, tatties and neeps and a wee dram. This is a must
book event.

Andy, Liz and the entire team at The White Horse would like to wish all our
family, friends and customers old and new, a happy, healthy and prosperous
New Year!

Andy and Liz xx
As we start the New Year - Thank you All

As we enter a new year perhaps it is the time to give those in the village who
made life easier and better for all of us by their deeds and efforts during
2023, giving up their own time to do so. People like David Hearn who keeps
us fully informed by ensuring the village website is up to date, Beverly and
Pete Dennis who maintain the well-used village exchange and keep it looking
bright and inviting, to Nick Lunn who in his spare moments cuts the grass
around the Jubilee Hut and Queen’s Bench, Paul and Elizabeth Kingston who
donated this year’s village Christmas tree and the Premier Crew who respond
enthusiastically to a call to arms when clean up jobs around the village are
required, plus helped put up and decorate the Christmas tree. Thank you also
to Flood Warden Dave Ingram for keeping a weather eye on matters
meteorological.

To Mike Sitch, his fellow teachers, and staff at Thorner’s for helping to give our
children and grandchildren a great start in life. To Claire and Laura who run
the Toddler Group and those who manage LATCH, maintain and administer
our lovely village church, look after our playing field and playground, and to
the farming community and our parish councillors. We thank unseen residents
who quietly put something right that has gone awry in the village, update
notice boards or clear a drain. Undoubtedly there will be several deserving
souls not mentioned here and they are all included in the term “deserving
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souls”, coupled with a huge thank you from all of us. And, let’s not forget
those who will deliver this message via the BVN.

Did you hear that noise? That is the sound of a huge round of applause. Thank
you!

Puncknowle, Swyre & West Bexington
Village Correspondents:

Elizabeth Slater (Puncknowle)
liz@ruddle.org.uk Tel: 01308 897751
Jill Neill (Swyre & West Bexington)
Jill.neill@live.co.uk Tel 01308 897479
Village website: https://puncknowle.net

Candlemas at Puncknowle Church

Come and join us for a quiet candle lit service of meditation to celebrate
“Christ the light of the world”.
There will be a buffet provided at the Crown Inn afterwards.

Tea and Carol Service in Puncknowle

After an enjoyable and scrumptious tea in the hall there was a candle lit walk
to the beautifully decorated church for the candle lit service. Everyone sang
heartedly and then heartedly enjoyed the mulled wine and mince pies
afterwards. The new knitted nativity, made by many people in the village, was
on show and looked magnificent. It will adorn the Church porch. Thank you to
everyone who make this such an enjoyable occasion.

Puncknowle 100 Club

Here are the draw results for November:

1st Prize Flo Rawes
2nd Prize. Matt Bunce
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Puncknowle and Swyre Parish Council

Invitation To Make Grant Applications

The Council operates a S137 grant aid policy, under which certain groups may
apply every year to be considered for a grant payment. The deadline for this
year is 4th February 2024. For information please read the Council’s Grant
Award Policy which can be found on the Puncknowle.net website, or email the
clerk for a copy: puncknowle@dorset-aptc.gov.uk or telephone 07762711785

Puncknowle Playing Field Grass Cutting Contract
-Interested Parties Are Welcome to Apply

Tenders are invited for the contract to maintain the grassed areas of
Puncknowle Playing Field.

The contract will run for 3 years commencing 1 April 2024. Puncknowle
Playing Field was established in 1987 at the bottom of Clay Lane,
Puncknowle, and is owned and operated by Puncknowle & Swyre Parish
Council. Full details of the contract responsibilities and administration can be
obtained from the Parish Clerk.

Please submit your tender in writing by 4th February 2024 to:

The Clerk, Puncknowle and Swyre Parish Council, Fivepenny Farm, Wootton
Fitzpaine, DT6 6DF email: puncknowle@dorset-aptc.gov.uk tel 07762711785

3 Villages Neighbourhood Plan

The 3 Villages Plan for Puncknowle, Swyre and West Bexington is making
progress. Drop-in sessions were held in each village on 2nd and

3rd November, attracting a reasonable turn-out despite the best efforts of
Storm Ciaran! You can find a link to the full report on the parish website at
https://puncknowle.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Drop-in-Feedback-
2023.pdf Residents supported the plan development and the main issues
raised broadly echoed those given in earlier engagement sessions: residents
generally like the mix of housing in our villages and would like any new build to
be affordable housing for villagers. They also were concerned to protect the
natural environment and sustain the feel and distinct character of the 3
villages. The steering group are now producing aims for the Plan that reflects
these priorities. We would welcome your support and involvement as we
develop our policies. If you are interested in becoming involved, please
contact Brian Bowsher (01308 897987). Next steering group meetings are:
Wednesday 17th January at 7.00pm at The Manor Hotel, West Bexington.
These are open meetings.
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What’s on at Puncknowle Village Hall:

REGULAR EVENTS

Mondays

10.00-11.00 am

Tripudio
Contact Ali on 07968 370485 or
by email ali.russell@hotmal.com

Mondays 1.30-4.00 pm Pilates
Contact Sarah on 07885 037340 or
by email sarah@modified-pilates.co.uk
Wednesdays 10.00-12.00 am | Table Tennis
Contact Brian on 01308 897987
OTHER EVENTS
Tuesday 2™ 7.30-10.00 pm Parish Council Meeting
Open to the Public
Thursday 11" | 7.00-10.30 pm | Whist Drive
Contact Jenny on 01308 897863
Tuesday 16™ 1.00-2.30pm Luncheon Club

Contact David on 01308 898492

Friday 26™ 10.00-12.30 pm | Art Club
Contact Sally on 01308 897987
Monday 29 7.00-9.00 pm Benefice Meeting of the Parochial

Church Council

Important note to all contributors to the BVN

The BVN has to be produced to a very strict printer’'s deadline, and also
within a limited number of pages. Please try to meet the monthly
submission deadlines, which are normally set out on the inside front
cover, and also keep your entries as succinct as possible. If you can,
please submit articles set to A5 format, with pictures and illustrations

set to ‘wrap text square’ (if using Word). Our font is Franklin Gothic Book
10.5 for the main text (14pt for headings) and if you can use those
settings the editing job will be easier!

Your help on this will be appreciated by the Village Correspondents and
the Editor!

Thank you

25




Long Bredy

Village Correspondent: Rebecca Grove
01308 482882 bvn@longbredy.org.uk
Village web-site: www.longbredy.org.uk

Long Bredy 100 Club November Results

£30.00 No. 42 V. Cain
£15.00 No. 110. B. Cornish
£5.00 No. 59 B. Peppiatt

Don't forget: To be in the draw in 2024, Ruth Cullingford will need
your membership money and details early in January.

New bell chiming system at St Peter’s Church

A new bell chiming system has been
installed in the church tower. This is a
set of five electromagnetically operated
chiming hammers, one against each

bell and connected to a control box in the
ringing chamber. At a press of a

button we can have a vast range of
options including pealing bells, a calling
bell and a funeral bell.

The bells can still be rung by the ringers
but in the future, it means that if we
are unable to ring, the bells, which are
such an integral part of the

community, will always be heard.

If you would like to try your hand at ringing, please do come along and have
a go. Please contact Gwen 01308 482270.
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Christmas Coffee Break

A big thank you to everyone who attended and supported the Christmas
Coffee Break on 9th December. It was a lovely Christmas gathering and over
£500.00 was raised for St Peter’s.

Coming up this January
Coffee Break

The January Coffee Break will take place on Saturday 13th January from
10.30am - 12:00pm in the Village Hall, the well-attended monthly coffee
breaks raised £1789.71 for specific causes including the Turkey/Syria
Earthquake appeal, the Poppy Appeal, Parish Council for the village and
church. With the remaining money raised, we can donate £200.00 each to
‘Read Easy’, an adult literacy charity, the ‘Bride Valley Car Service’ and
‘The Living Tree’ cancer support group - all local charities.

As a thank you the January Coffee Break will be "on the house". No donations.
Come for a catch up by the fire and enjoy coffee and refreshments. Coffee
Breaks are for anyone/any group to run either for a particular

charity or because you would like to help with this particular village

event. Please contact Ruth Cullingford.

Come Along Inn

The Come Along Inn will open its doors at the Village Hall on Friday 19th
January from 5.30pm - 9.00pm. A warm welcome to the new year awaits
and this will be accompanied by a winter warming dish available from the
kitchen. We look forward to seeing all our friends old and new. Make a date in
your diary.

A brief roundup of 2023

For technical reasons the December entry was not included in the December
edition here is the full version for the January edition plus the January notes:

December notes:

A new year is starting and it’s the ‘quiet after the storm’ now that all the
Christmas and New Year’s celebrations are over. Let’s take this quiet time to
look back on some the wonderful things that happened in our lovely
community in 2023:
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Coronation celebrations

We enjoyed lovely celebrations for the King’s Coronation back in May. The
Come Along Inn opened its doors for neighbours and friends to raise a glass to
the occasion together, a boat race was organised with some very fancy
vessels travelled down the stream. Pimm’s and paper airplane flying was
enjoyed at St Peter’s Church, which was beautifully decorated for the
occasion.

New defibrillator for the village

Long Bredy now has a long-awaited defibrillator, which is situated by the
phone box. Thank you to everyone who participated in the fundraising events
for this.

Lots of Come Along Inns and Coffee Breaks

The Come Along Inn opened its doors a total of 13 times last year, with a
special edition for the King’s Coronation. A bar was also provided for the ‘Race
Night’ fundraiser for the defibrillator.

The Coffee Break took place 12 times last year on every second Saturday of
the month. Both events are a wonderful opportunity for neighbours and
friends to catch up, chat and enjoy some company. Thank you to everyone
who makes it possible!

A new BVN correspondent for Long Bredy after 9 years

Sue Dyer was the BVN correspondent for 9 years, ensuring that Long Bredy’s
news and updates appeared in every month’s edition and has handed over to
Rebecca last year. A big thank you to Sue for her commitment to the BVN over
the years!

Volunteering at the churchyard

St Peter’s churchyard is a beautiful place with many visitors enjoying the
wildflowers and surroundings throughout the seasons. Thank you to everyone
who helps look after it voluntarily, it is appreciated by all and, if interested,
extra help would always be very welcome.

Happy New Year

Wishing all Long Bredy residents a very happy 2023. Here’s to a wonderful
2024 in Long Bredy.
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Burton Bradstock

Village Correspondent: Pat Grafton
patgrafton43@gmail.com Tel: 01308 898264
Village web-site: www.burtonbradstockvillage.org.

Songs of Praise

Songs of Praise services at Burton Bradstock
have been a much-loved part of the service
plan ably organised by David Woodford with
various leaders and readers. We would like
to record our thanks for all his work now that
he is handing over to others.

In the New Year, on January 7t at 11am, we have Hymns and Carols for
Epiphany - this will feature readings and reflections interspersed amongst
Epiphany hymns and carols to be sung by all the congregation and arranged
by celebrant Alastair Wheeler with organist Stephen Beardshall. Do come
along - everyone is welcome.

Tots Time

"Unpredictable but fun" aptly described Tots' Time recently. One week we had
three little people, the next week, nine, and all with unique personalities and
preferences. Some like to crawl in tunnels or hide in tents, while some achieve
incredible speeds with push-chairs or 'cars'. (Endless risk assessment in
place!)

The snowdrops planted in November are doing really well, but the iced
shortbread stars with chocolate sprinkles disappeared very quickly! Hopefully
the 'angels', drowned in glue and glitter, have survived, hanging from various
Christmas tree branches over the Christmas season. We are grateful to our
'heavy-lifting gang', our staff team and all the parents/grandparents for their
encouragement and practical support, and we welcome Cathryn on to the
team.

Tots' Time re-commences on Friday, January 12th at 2.00pm. We welcome
all bumps, babies, toddlers and pre-school children with parents/carers. Ask
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Audrey (897227), Heather (897780) or contact Helen on
BVchurchesTA@outlook.com for more details.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all, and "God bless us, everyone”.

Burton Coffee Mates

Burton Coffee Mates meet in the church on the second Thursday of the month
from 10.30am -12noon. Although everyone from the village is welcome, this is
particularly suitable for older people and facilities are provided for wheelchair

users.

Do come and join us and if you would like more information please call
Pauline. (898327)

Supper Club

Wishing all members a very happy and healthy New Year.
Our first supper club of the new year is on Monday 22nd January.
For enquiries, please ring Mags Chue on 01308 897543

Burton Bradstock Village Hall
Village Hall Bookings

Should you wish to use the Hall at any time, the booking officer can be
contacted via email at bbvht.bookings@gmail.com or by phone on 01308
897648.

Coffee Mornings

The popular monthly coffee mornings, where you can get a sensibly priced
coffee/tea and cake plus a chat with friends, will be held on the dates below.
They run from 10.00am to 12.00noon and all are welcome.

Wed 18t Jan  Village Hall Trust (Bacon Rolls month)
Wed 22nd Feb  Village Society

Burton Bradstock Films

Films return to the Village Hall on Friday 27 January 2023 with the long-
awaited sequel to Top Gun. The new dynamic TOP GUN: MAVERICK is
acknowledged to surpass its predecessor with Tom Cruise, cinemas ageless
fighter pilot, returning with nail biting aerodynamics and adrenaline packed
flying. Described as thrilling as blockbusters can get, if you saw the original 30
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years ago you won't want to miss this one. This is your opportunity to see one
of the best films of 2022.

Tickets will be on sale at Burton Bradstock Post Office from 3 January 2023 at
the new price of £6 but will still include a large glass of wine or a soft drink.
See posters in village for full details

Film Date for Your Diary

Mrs Harris Goes to Paris Friday 24 February 2023 in Burton Bradstock Village
Hall.

Christmas Round Up

The Trust Committee members and helpers are relaxing after a busy month of
seasonal activities. Both the Christmas Market and Quiz were well supported,
great fun and made significant contributions to the Hall funds. Many thanks to
those who attended and those who set up and ran the activities.

General

Our AGM this year will be on March 2nd, more details in the Feb BVN.

Burton Bradstock Village Hall “200 Club
December 2023 Draw

Congratulations to the winners:

£68.40 No 169 Mr Chris Mealing
£34.20 No 121 Mrs Sue Ouseley
£17.10 No 154 Mrs Margaret Woodcock

Anyone wanting to become a member in time for the whole 2024 draw should
telephone Keith Britton on 01308 898008 and let him have £12 - one pound
for each monthly draw in the year. There are double prizes in the December
draw.

WDDC Licence no: SLOO80
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THURSDAY 15" FEBRUARY 7.30pm
FRIDAY 16" FEBRUARY 7.30pm
SATURDAY 17t FEBRUARY 2.30pm & 7.30pm

Fancy dress Refl’es,,
competition "’ehts
for children
A0
wLTS £
uﬁ) R16SE

Pantomime presented by Burton Bradstock Players
By kind permission of Limelight Scripts
R Burton Bradstock Village Hall
.mg TICKETS ON SALE FROM 3@ JANUARY 2024
FROM BURTON BRADSTOCK POST OFFICE OR CONTACT
THE BOX OFFICE ON 01308 898707

Village Society

January Society Talk

After a festive-filled Christmas events the Society is returning to the Friday talk
programme. Please join us to hear John Stockley, who was featured in a
Channel 4 documentary last year, and talks with great humour about "My Life
in West Dorset". Some snippets from his life: he is the son of an African
American Gl and a Weymouth woman, and was persuaded to join the family
chimney sweep business and has been a very successful businessman. It will
be on Friday 12th January in the Village Hall. Doors open at 7pm and the talk
starts at 7.30pm. Tickets on the door are £1.50 for members and £5 for non-
members. Complimentary tea, coffee and biscuits will be served, and there
will be a raffle and wine available for purchase. You are welcome to bring your
friends.
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Village Society Fundraiser for the Post Office

The Post Office coffee morning fundraiser in November raised over £700
towards a new 'chiller'. The turnout of supportive villagers filled the village hall
to capacity. A heartfelt thank you to everyone that attended and volunteered
on the day.

Report back on festive events

The traditional turning on of the village's Christmas tree lights took place in
early December. Volunteers turned out to raise and decorate the tree with
sponsored decorations. Villagers, young and old, came out on a beautiful dry
and chilly evening to watch the lights come on while being warmed by mulled
wine (the adults that is!), and mince pies. A keenly fought bingo evening took
place in early December and again we saw villagers of all ages enjoy the
beautifully decorated village hall and refreshments prepared by volunteers.
Great fund was had by all.

Burton Bradstock WI

The December WI report never reached the printing stage,
for which the editorial team apologises, so here is the
missing December report followed by that for January.

December report......

There isn’t much to report this month as the deadline for articles is before we
have actually done anything! However, by the time you read this we will
hopefully have raised a lot of money at our Early Christmas Coffee Morning
and Market and have also enjoyed an illustrated talk by Brian Pettit on the
Natural World. We did have a planned session of Tenpin Bowling arranged at
Freshwater Holiday Park in November but this had to be cancelled due to the
unfortunate flooding that they experienced. Our thoughts went out to them as
they worked hard to clear up after the storm. We look forward to rearranging
the session in the not-too-distant future.

In December we are really looking forward to our Christmas meal at The Ivy
House in Groves Garden Centre. Memories of last year’s meal there have
already got our taste buds working and 45 members are excited to repeat the
experience.

At our December meeting on 12th at 2.15pm we shall be welcoming Alan
Hooley from the village who will be giving us “A Musical Christmas” afternoon
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alongside some mulled wine and mince pies. We shall also be collecting food
items to be donated to the Cupboard Love Food Bank in Bridport.

Lastly, we shall be running a stall of Craft items at the Village Christmas
Market on Saturday, 9th December. Do come and support us there.

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy
Christmas and all the best for the New Year.

On to January’s report......

| can now confirm that we made over a £780 at our Christmas Market and
that we very much enjoyed Brian Pettit’s beautifully illustrated and informative
talk on butterflies, birds, small animals and reptiles in November.

Furthermore, | can report that 50 people thoroughly enjoyed our Christmas
Lunch at the Ivy House, all the more so because two days before we were due
to go Groves was completely flooded after the heavy rain. We appreciated the
efforts of the staff to get everything shipshape again and thank them for
providing us with such a memorable meal and social occasion. At our January
meeting Jane Silver-Corren will be giving a talk entitled “My Jewish Home” and
we will be voting for the Resolution that we would like to see the National
Federation of the WI take forward to work on in the forthcoming year. It just
remains to wish everyone a very happy, healthy and successful 2024.

Janet Pearson

The Friends of Burton Bradstock Library

Happy New Year to all Library
Users! Hopefully you called in to
admire Christine and John Lewis
beautiful Christmas decorations,
and to warm yourself by the fire!
We are so grateful to them for
another super display.

’

With chillier days ahead, why not

come in and browse our stock

and get yourself some fireside

reading? Or perhaps borrow one

of our jigsaws? Check the

catalogue of Libraries West and

order books to be collected in Burton Bradstock Library.
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Perhaps you received a new device for Christmas - phone, laptop, tablet?
Would you like extra help in getting the most from them? Call the Digital
Helpline on 01305 221048 (mornings) and book a free tuition session with
our Digital Champion Louis.

Library Cleaners Wanted!
Christine Lewis would like a few extra library cleaners to join the rota please. If
you would like to know more, call Christine on 01308 897304.

Normal library opening times are:
Monday 2.00-4.00pm

Wednesday 10.00am-12noon
Thursday & Saturday 2.00-4.00pm

burtonbradstocklibrary@gmail.com
www.burtonbradstockvillage.org/library
01308 897563

Sue Brown, Chair

Burton Bradstock Parish Council
Parish Council Meeting

It was lovely to see such a great turn out at our last meeting of the year, a big
thank you to all the residents that attended and then stayed on to enjoy
refreshments. Residents are invited to attend all meetings to share any
concerns and issues.

Online Survey

There is still time to take part in our village survey. We are seeking views from
all of our parish members & people who live and work in the village.
Go to the online survey link below:

https://thursday.surveycto.com/collect/bbpc__october?caseid=

J Choose “I am completing this online” as your “enumerator field” in the
first question.
. Please answer the questions.

We would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas & best wishes for 2024
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The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in- —

cheek letters from Uncle Eustace K,_,r)k’:,
/ e }(D |
The Rectory, St James the Least of All & %9 b
Y ;A_ r:..’\‘-"_“':;é'ﬁ L
| B
My dear Nephew Darren | — o S

I am sure I had warned you about church bells. They are simply not to everyone's
taste. And the idea of switching on your recorded bells - no matter how digitally
enhanced - at midnight for an hour, in order to welcome in the New Year, may
have seemed inspired at the time, but considering that most of your inner-city
parish is Moslem, that you are surrounded on one side by a hospital and another by
a care home for the elderly, it is not too surprising that the joyful sound was not
well received. But to be fair, we too had a small misjudgement on New Year's Eve.
Our bell-ringers, who practise the art of campanology, and don't use electronic
equipment, have always been something of a trial. They ring with great enthusiasm
for half an hour before our services each week, but then as we are singing the
first hymn, they emerge from the church tower, putting on hats and coats while
loudly discussing who made the error in the middle of that morning's grandsire
triples.

This New Year's Eve they met in the bell tower at 11.00pm to have some
champagne, and then a period of ringing before further refreshment became
necessary. By midnight, the champagne had so refreshed them that they
somewhat exceeded their accuracy, and the village heard the New Year being
joyfully welcomed by a set of eight bells being rung in an entirely random order. I
still managed to drift off to sleep, only to be woken three hours later by one bell
being mournfully but persistently folled. Finally, I felt obliged to go and find out
why. I discovered Colonel Bradshaw alone in the bell tower. When the party had
ended and the ringers trooped out, the Colonel had dashed back in to retrieve his
hat. The others, ignorant of his absence, then locked the church and went home to
their beds. That lone bell was his way of announcing his predicament. At least I
was able to reassure him that his six-hour vigil in the church tower partially made
up for his absence from Mattins for the previous 12 months.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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MJW COAL MERCHANT

We are here to keep you warm
Free Local Delivery - Call Jack on 07702 584404

/\ Long’s Plumbing &
Property Maintenance
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE

PLUMBING & HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

v/ Home repairs

v Emergency call outs
v Bathroom repairs

v Local and reliable
v Plumbing and drainage

v New kitchen or bathroom installations
v Leaks and blackages

Call us on 07895 728531 for appointments
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DOG WALKING SERVICE

Please ring 07923 907298
for more information

Call Eonne, your local Electrician with 30 years of experience, for quality, clean work

Tel: 01308 897629 Mobile: 07891 210739

Domestic, Commercial, alterations, additions,
re-wires, new builds, Inspections,

Electric Vehicle and Solar Registered Installer
Part P Registered

National

eonne@sinclairelectrical.co.uk =—— _ Association of

. . . Professional Vetted and“ roved
Sinclair Electrical "'y eag st

Ings(q_ecttors by Trading Standards &
esters listed on Which?Local

Home Help & Support Services Offered Throughout
Bridport, Beaminster, and Dorchester Areas:

Companionship & We
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Contact 07882800613 or email ivershomesolutions@hotmail.com
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PERCIVAL
OSTEOPATHS

Osteopathy for Babies, Children and Adults
Cranio-sacral, structural and
Perrin Technique (for ME/CSF)

O

Litton Cheney, Dorset 01308 482703
Or book on line at Percivalosteopaths.co.uk

Curtains
Cushions

Roman blinds
Locally made to measure

St Michael's lane getone g, Furnishing fabrics
Bridport “\bw & %, Dressmaking fabrics
DT6 3RR o Knitting yarns

01308 456844 = Haberdashery

www.livingstonetextiles.com
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Bridport Based Trusted & Reliable Electrician

Locally based in Bridport, Dorset our

team of friendly electricians are NICEIC
I approved, you will have peace of mind

that all works completed will be to the

e I I.,"...."..‘,a rd -sm ‘I‘th latest regulations. We proudly offer a

wide range of electrical services, no job

is too small. Contact your local
electrician today.

-I=_ | EEz

L] woww.ellward-smith.co.uk L) 07741 278346
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Keep This Number Handy
You May Need it to Contact...

YOUR LOCAL

ELECTRICIAN
Call Olly on 01308 293125

serving Bridport and the surrounding area

(HTYNE

Little Fones
Landscapese.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: Traditional, Abstract, Continental, Cost Efficient & Low Maintenance.

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION: Groundwork, Driveways, Walling, Decking & Fencing
to Paths, Patios, Ponds & Pergolas, Border Creation & Planting.

GARDEN RESTORATION: Historic Manors & Cottage Gardens Recycled & Regenerated

GARDEN CARE & MAINTENANCE: All forms of Garden Works Undertaken,
Lawn Care, Border Maintenance, Professional Pruning.

ARBORICULTURE & CONSERVATION: Woodland & Wildlife Habitat Management,
all forms of Tree Surgery & Planting, Hedge Laying, Seeding & Spraying.

EFFICIENT COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS AND PERSONAL GARDENERS

[t damn il =
[t

01308 455755 S=2 X

info@littlefones.co.uk j WILDFLOWER TURF
www.littlefones.co.uk BALI
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BREGHT BRIGHTEN UP

COUNTRY STOF YOUR DAY

HAND CRAFTED SINCE 1982 | WE MAKE, SUPPLY AND FIT FENCES & GATES

OUR COUNTRY STORE IS ALL YOU NEED FOR:
* FENCING
* HANDCRAFTED GATES
» SHEDS & STORES
* ANIMAL HOUSING

Telephone 01308 421545 « www.johnbrightfencing.com

Paverlands Farm, Salway Ash, Bridport, Dorset DT6 5HT

TONY HUMPHREY BUILDING

VALUE QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

HISTORICAL and LISTED BUILDING SPECIALIST

e Alterations & refurbishments e Carpentry and General Building
¢ New Build, Extensions & Renovations

Fully insured family business with over 40 years’ experience
Excellent References
One job undertaken at a time to guarantee complete focus on your project

For free estimates and advice please contact Tony
Mobile: 07742 097514 Email: humphreythebuilder@gmail.com




73 CG FRY & SON

U I L D E R 8

C G Fry and Son was established in Litton Cheney not long after the First World War, Mow nearly
100 years faver e family run compary sull has ios base in the village though s Development and
Contracting teams operate across the South West

CG Fry & Son's highly experienced Contracting Department offer a bespoke service covering all
aspects of consuruction and restoration for bath privace and commercial clients. Projects range from
mxtensions and alterations to complete new buildings plus bespoke foinery, repairs and decorating,

Far enquiries contact 01 308 482000 or email Contracting@cgfry.co.uk

Vish eglry.co.uk for further informatbon

The Home Selection Specialists

“The carpet store that comes to your door”

Choose in comfort at home
Mattresses and beds now on sale at the showroom

Free home select

service for: Brought to you at very competitive prices

e Carpets Members of the Guild Of Master Craftsmen
e Vinyl's Call Steve, John or Lea

wmnees 01305 753998

Or visit our showroom at:
Unit 1, Grove Trading Estate, Dorchester, DT1 1ST

www.carpetselect.net / Email: info@carpetselect.net




Upholstery by Gillian
freshen up your favourite furniture

m: 07817 239 783 t: 01308 456002
uapholsterybygillian@gmail.com

A ] Wakely @ Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

On Your Marks

Gardening & Handyman Service

. A friendly and trusted local garden maintenance and handyman
- 24 Hour Service - professional, here to carry out a range of services, such as:

Private Chapels of Rest

Lawn Mowing
Hedge Trimming
Weeding
General Garden Maintenence
Pressure Washing
And other odd jobs

www.ajwakely.com

Q ety
i Bridport Tel: 01308 423726
Beaminster Tel: 01308 862358
Lyme Regis Tel: 01297 443835

Please contact Simon Wakely, or a member of our
dedicated team for any advice or guidance.

Contact Mark on

® 07900112060

@ markpile69@gmail.com
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MONTAHUE
FINANCIAL

Offering a professional, experienced and personalised service
for all your borrowing and protection needs.

e | ater Life Lending Specialist Endorsed by the ,fjl;_,‘

MF

Equity Release Council Equiny
e Wide Range of Mortgage Lenders Conct
e Life and Critical llilness Protection Plans m

Call Hugh on 01305 815901  email hugh@montahuefinancial.co.uk
or visit www.montahuefinancial.co.uk

Montahue Financial is an Appointed Representative of Mortgage Intelligence, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority under number 305330 in respect of mortgage, insurance and consumer credit mediation activities only

GRASSBY & SONS LTD

Proud to have served the
local community since

FUNERAL SERVICE
& Princes St, Dorchester
MEMORIAL MASONS
Dorchester Road, Grimstone

www.grasshby-funeral.co.uk Tel: (01305) 262338
www.grassby-stone,co,uk Tel: (01305) 269678
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DLM-EARCARE

MICROSUCTION & EAR WAX REMOWVAL SPECIALIST

Debbie Marlow 07436 996716

© reception@dImearcare.co.uk
) facebook.com/DLMEar Care

Clinic Appointments at Bridport, Chard & Weymouth
*** Home visits by prior arrangement only ***

I Stephen Field
Painting and Home Renovation

Woodworking projects and repairs.
Shelving and fixtures.

Odd jobs, large or small.

All work considered.

Attention to detail a priority

stephenfield24@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01308 456059  Mob: 07952203093
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Laura Savina Soft Furnishings
Curtain Tailoring

Roman Blinds Box Cushions

Alterations & Re-lining
07716 729005
maisonbella.co.uk
sewsavina@gmail.com

gil (f;? All aspects of tree work undertaken.
} . ey Guve ring the Bride Valley & All surmundlng areas.

rn red Hons/rown thir N

st v « M} 11t i & Fully Insured
A pmfassmnul & afﬂcmnt service provided to a high standard.
Contact Sian Hennessy on:

Mobile: 0798419151 Email: sian.hennessy@shtreecare.co.uk
Landline: 01308 897024 Web: www.shtreecare.co.uk

UOBSON%

= Fully Trained and Registered.

= Certificates Provided for
Insurance Purposes

= £5,000,000 Public Liability.

= Traditional Brush & Vac
Methods Used.

. . = Power Sweeping Available
Based in the Bride Valley (If Necessary).

Call or text Callum:

S

CHIMNEY SWEEPS

Traditional Chimney Sweeps
Clean | Professional | Friendly

= Family Run for 20+ years.

_WMAST,
4.

Tel: 01308 301210
Mob: 07444411210

Email: office@jobsonschimneysweeps.com

%
o
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Early Morning =\
N eWSpaperS Dorset Coastal Cottages

d I - d If you currently have a holiday home
e |Ve re or are considering investing in one,

request a letting guide from the

Call Mike on: local experts.
01308 898 744 Visit www.dorsetcoastalcottages.com
Bride Valley Newsagent Ltd. Call 01929 503132
Est. 2002 Email joinus@dorsetcoastalcottages.com

Lee Quincey Landscapes

aff asyects ofgarcfen WOTE unc[ertaﬁen iﬂC[qu’ﬂg

Fencing, pergolas, turfing, hedge cutting, trellis work, sheds,
shed bases, decking, patios, garden maintenance and more.
Also available for house and shed clearance.

Over 16 years experience
Call us on 01308 482279 or 07896 326099 for a free quotation

Or visit www.leequinceylandscapes.com

BRIDE VALLEY YOGA

= Everyi::ody isa Yagu Bocly =

Come and explore our range of yoga classes in a fun and
relaxed way in our unique bespoke yoga studio in Litton Cheney.

Enjoy flowing movements to create strength and warmth in the body, releasing tension or relax
with a gentle & nurturing class to improve freedom of movement and momentum.

Flexible classes all week with flexible pricing.
Hatha  Restorative Meditation

Contact Rosalind < bridevalleyyoga@gmail.com T 07917 094795

www.bridevalley.yoga




WE’RE TAKING
A SHORT BREAK

Hive Beach Cafte, The Watch House and The Club House will be
closed from January 4th - 12th as we refresh ourselves and get some
things sorted ready for 2024. We'll be back open again across dll of

our sites on Saturday, January 13th.

In the meantime, you can book your table ready for our return by
scanning any of the QR codes shown below:

HIVE EI :[s] THE [E*%[E] THE EuhEl
. CLUB WATCH '-’.L
HOUSE [& HOUSE El

VALENTINE’S DAY

WHY NOT TREAT THE LOVE OF YOUR LIFE TO

' Beach C u_'l,l"l Tr"u Club House and The H-m'-: h House. L&

. (R codes above to book your table early and secure

You can also find lots of perfect Valentine’s Day gifts in

our Hive online shop! From homewares to gift vouchers

and from artisan spirits to treats from our own bakery, we

have something fo put a smile on everyone’s face. Simply
scan the QR code on the right to have a browse... E




B

Husgvarna

ABA GROUNDCARE LLP,
LEADING SUPPLIERS OF _
GARDEN & ESTATE MACHINERY. GROUNDEARE

Husqvarna Automower® is the world leader in robotic mowing.

Designed for functionality and durability, they work quietly, efficiently
and autonomously to give you a better finish than any other mower.

www.abagroundcare.co.uk
S~ 01305 257952 jamie@abagroundcare.co.uk
Unit 2, Grove Trading Estate, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1ST




New Builds

Brickwork, Stonework,
Blockwork & Rendering
Carpentry & Property Maintenance L
Roofing/ Re-roofs & Repairs
Guttering & UPVC

Tel: 01308 863809 | Mobile: 07976 372045

Selling a car? Can't face the...

HASSLE?

Halcyon Motors is a friendly, family run,
local business. We buy cars, bikes, campers
& vans for cash — at a time to suit you.
Trading in elsewhere? We can usually
offer more. And we will happily come to you.

www.halcyonmotors.co.uk
has “warts and all” photos and descriptions of
our current stock. Warranties and P/X available.
Call Don MacLeod on:

01258 839209 07782 189555

Enjoy a more Mindful Way of Life

Yoga Classes in Bridport,
Bothenhampton & South Perrott

1-2-1Yoga Therapy
Monthly Rest & Recharge Yoga Sessions

Nadiya Wynn 07800 712998
nadiya@restorativebeing.co.uk

www.restorativebeing.co.uk

Web: www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk E-mail: alljim996@aol.com (8am — 9pm)
13 /@gﬂfé% gw/j Carpet World
v oga Indrutness
Reduce Stress and Anxiety THE CARPET SPECIALISTS
Improve Sleep FOR WEST DORSET
Gain Flexibility & Strength Trading for 40 vears

Good old-fashioned personal service with
expert knowledge and our own highly skilled
carpet fitters.

Competitive prices, too.

Stockists of hand-made rugs
laminate and wood flooring
vinyl and Karndean flooring

52A West Street (next to Waitrose), Bridport
Tel: (01308) 427081

If your back goes out more than you do..
call us for help with muscular aches and pains

Adams & Associates

Twist and Shout Osteopathic Health Centre
32 South Street Bridport DT6 INQ  Tel: 01308 2659996/2427033

We continue to provide our services whilst maimtaming
all measures to try to keep sote”
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Brook Brothers

Landscaping and Garden Maintenance

Services Include
Routine Garden Maintenance
Hedge and Small Tree Cutting
Pressure Washing

Paving - Lawn Care
Pergolas - Fencing &
Patios S

Call Sam - Mobile: 07498 165867
Tel: 01308 898741

BRIDE VALLEY MOWERS

Servicing & repair of all petrol walk
behind mowers

Blade sharpening & balancing

Collection & drop off available

Contact: Kev Quincey
Mobile: 07907017862
Email: bridevalleymowers@yahoo.com

Vicary & Co

Sales & Lettings

Your Local Independent Agent

Book your FREE
market appraisal today!

12a South Street, Bridport - 01308 459550

5 South Street, Axminster- 01297 33449
vicaryandco.com

A

§010,

Weekly Cleans - Holiday Lets
Office Cleans - End of Tenancy
Construction Cleans - Laundry Services

07711 567515 ’

jwcoastalcleans@gmail.com

* o *

Call or text Sean on:

07787 597811

EXTERIOR CLEANING

GUTTER CLEANING & CLEARING
SOFFITS & FASCIAS CLEANING
PRESSURE WASHING SERVICE -
PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS, DECKING
SOFT WASH CLEANING

Fully insured and based in the Bride Valley
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Proprietor:
Christopher Lamble

“Over 20 Years of Proven
experience in the trade”

Call Chris for a free
no-obligation quotation
* Glass & Glazing

* External & Internal
Painting & Decorating

* Roof, Kitchen &
Bathroom Tiling

* Guttering
* General A |
Carpentry

Tel: 01308 897095
Mob: 07798 750905
christopherlamble@btinternet.com

GHM
11, Barr Lane, Burton Bradstock
Bridport, Dorset DT6 4PX

DANIEL
SHEPPARD

PAINTER & DECORATOR
BESPOKE SPRAYING
ROOF REPAIRS, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,

HOUSE CLEARANCES, POWER WASHING,
GUTTER CLEANING & GLASS REPLACEMENT

07703 434 216 ®)

danielsheppardé4@gmail.com

MATT ATKINSON
TREE SURGEON

All tree and hedge work
undertaken

¢ Friendly ¢ Affordable
¢+ Reliable ¢ Fully Insured
¢+ NPTC Qualified

tel 01308 868503
mb 07960 060025

mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENTAL MASONS
A. G. Down

Recommended by the Good Funeral Guide
and the Natural Death Centre

]ulian & Karen HuSSCy DipFD NAFD

Eric & ]oyce Dunford DipFD NAFD

* Pre-Arranged & Prepaid Funeral Plans
» Service Room with Catering Facilities
» Offices also at Axminster, Seaton & Honiton

D/~

66 South Street, Bridport, Dorset 01308 422643
www.funeraldirectors.uk.com




AERIALS & CABLES
TV & RADIO AERIAL Jo Shackleton
INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS
“DIGI” UPGRADES .
FREEVIEW BOXES INSTALLED Plcture Framer

Established 40 years Near Littlebredy

01297 443928 Contact-
(ansaphone) 01308 482645
078 144 81833 07842 363445
(mobile) thedorsetframer@gmail.com

Dorset to Doorstep

Richard Kennelly - 07725 548013 email: dorsettodoorstep@gmail.com
www.dorsettodoorstep.co.uk

Licensed by
Dorset Council
%S—\) Freshly picked, old fashioned style English roses
: grown in our Dorset garden for gifts, weddings

C H ]: \] E \ and welcome hampers for holiday homes.

Unique hand tied bouquets, supplied in a stylish gift box, from £10 including delivery

Rose stems to create your own arrangements — £10 for 7 including delivery
in Winter other scented flowers are used e.g. narcissus and hyacinths

Welcome hampers containing local produce and a hand tied bouquet from £40

Free delivery within 30 miles of Bridport, Dorset

Contact me to discuss your requirements or visit the website for more information

www.rosacheney.com | emilycave@rosacheney.com | 01308 482266 /07787 512386
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